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Swooping strokes of paint. News
headlines transformed into collage. Anime-
inspired renderings. The Unusual Suspects
Theatre Company not only sets the stage for
great storytelling but also gives participants
the opportunity to explore other creative
disciplines such as visual art. Oftentimes,
the characters and stories created in the
theatre process inspire paintings, sketches,
and collages.

Teaching Artists encourage participants to express
their feelings through visual art as an exercise.
For Pacoima GRYD youth Jennifer Lemus, painting
has become an outlet for expressing her range of
emotions where each color represents a particular
mood. Two of her pieces were purchased at the
Fall 2010 “Page Play” performance of Life is a
Journey.

The GRYD production Life is a Journey inspired collaboration with youth in Youth Speak! Collective’s GRYD
mural painting class to create the eagle backdrop.
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The set and
backdrops of The
Unusual Suspects
performances
are a natural
medium for partici-
pants to explore
visual art. Brian
Tamura,
participant, was
able to showcase
his talents with
aerosol painting for
the production of
Life on the Offbeat
at Narbonne High
School.
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— The stories and

= characters in each
Unusual Suspects
play often lead
to the creation of
profound visual art.
Inspired by Dani
and the Shadow,
two characters in
Chasing Dreams &
Casting Shadows,
San Fernando High School students Mariana Mora
and April Moran created symbolic renderings of
Dani’s struggle with the Shadow. “The shadow is
Dani’s subconscious,” said Mariana. “She feels
guilty for leaving her best friend behind, but knows
that she has to pursue her dreams.”

Zev Yaroslavsky and Roma Maffia
CREATE A INORLD OF POSSIBILITY s sussssscns

The success of The Unusual
Suspects theatre program depends upon
the advocacy of its supporters. Advocacy
can come from various groups including
volunteers, teaching artists, community
partners, and public officials. At The
Unusual Suspects Third Annual Benefit,
“Creating a World of Possibility” on May
19, 2011 the organization will honor two
important public figures that have been
strong advocates for underserved youth in
Los Angeles. The honorees include L.A.

County Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky and
actor Roma Maffia, who have contributed to
The Unusual Suspects in two different yet
very important ways.

Los Angeles County Supervisor Zev

Yaroslavsky has been an important voice
in local government for The Unusual
Suspects as well as the youth it serves in
foster care and the juvenile justice system.
He has been a key sponsor for the orga-
nization’s work in L.A. County Probation

[continued on page 3]



Letter from the Executive Director

The Unusual Suspects
is expanding to South
LA This  spring
marked an important
milestone  for  The
Unusual Suspects as we
“broke ground” on our new

theatre arts mentoring and
community building initiative in the Flor-
ence-Firestone neighborhood of South L.A.
With support from L.A. County, The Resnick
Foundation, and in collaboration with Los
Angeles Education Partnership (LAEP), we
were thrilled to bring our award-winning
program to Fremont High School, where
the dropout rate is nearly 50%. Our first

Turning the
Tide on
Prison Reform

BY AMY ELLENBERGER

The economic crisis has become
an unexpected ally in the fight for prison
reform. According to the Pew Center on
the States, corrections has become the
second-fastest growing spending category
for states costing taxpayers over $50 billion
Struggling to cut budgets, even
so-called conservative states are forced

a year.

to consider alternative corrections
solutions and progressive programs like
The Unusual Suspects.

Texas, notorious for tough justice, is
leading a new movement in prison reform.

Since 2003, the state has implemented

group of students from the high school is
currently meeting twice a week to write an
original play.

The Florence/Firestone
patterned after The

initiative is
Unusual Suspects
innovative community building model in
Pacoima, which has been developed over
the past three years. In collaboration with
local city and county prevention initiatives,
this model includes sequential arts learning
opportunities,
and  multi-generational

leadership opportunities,
programming.
Through this process, we have seen how our
theatre company is able to bring family and
community together by offering a safe forum

to explore solutions to intractable social

such policies as reducing sentences for
minor drug offenders, allocating funds
for treatment programs for nonviolent
criminals, and increasing resources for
reentry services. Texashas applied the same
reform philosophy to juvenile corrections
by investing in probation programs that
reduce the number of repeat offenders.
According to the Right On Crime website
these programs “focus on treatment,
community service, and strengthening
the family.”

California, in the midst of the worst
corrections crisis in the country, is coping
with serious overcrowding and spiraling
spending. The state is making small steps
toward reform in the areas of performance-
based probation funding and geriatric
parole. However, California has a long
way to go. According to the Justice Policy
Institute, California is home to 10 out of the
5o largest jails in the country. Los Angeles

WELCOIMEC ABOdARD!

The Unusual Suspects is proud to announce the addition of three new members to
its Board of Directors. Please join us in welcoming, Stephen Carroll (VP,

Senior Labor Relations Counsel, for Warner Bros. Pictures), Ann Houlihan

(Corporate Financial Controller, Business Consultant), and David B.

Wescoe (Evecutive Administrative Director of the Motion Picture Industry

Pension and Health Plans) to The Unusual Suspects family. The

Unusual Suspects also extends its deepest gratitude and

congratulations to Founder Laura Leigh Hughes, recently

named Board Member Emeritus.
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issues such as gang violence and poverty.

As the initiative
develops, the
opportunity to write and perform their own

Florence/Firestone

parents will also have
play through Fremont’s extended learning
I hope you
will join us in celebrating this new program

center in the months to come.

by attending one of the many upcoming
and inspiring performances in Florence/
Firestone. You'll be glad you did!

Sally Fairman

County, which houses nearly 20,000
inmates daily, recently received the Young
Offender Reentry Planning Grant (YORPG)
from the Department of Labor in order to
develop a blueprint that addresses reentry
issues for young offenders in the county.
The blueprint released in February 2011
outlines strategies to start rehabilitation
for youth while they are incarcerated, in
addition to facilitating support from com-
munity-based organizations for one year
after incarceration.

The Unusual Suspects Theatre Company
has been on the forefront of finding
alternative solutions for the juvenile
corrections system in Los Angeles County.
The
mentoring program provides intervention
services at such sites as L.A. County
Probation Camp David Gonzales as well as
prevention services that use theatre as a
tool to build and heal communities.

organization’s award-winning

JOIN THE BOARD!

The Unusual Suspects Board of Directors is
a group of dedicated volunteers who oversee
and support the non-profit organization’s
mission of improving the lives of at-risk
youth. The Unusual Suspects Board of
Directors is currently seeking new board
members who have experience in any of
the following areas: community-building,
finance, fundraising, government,
human resources, juvenile justice,
marketing/ public relations, and/
or technology. For more information,
please contact Amy Ellenberger at
(213) 488-8488 x206 or via email at
board@theunusualsuspects.org.
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Zach Brown
Teaching Artist

Zach studied Theatre at
Marymount Manhattan
College and has been a
teacher of art, dance and theatre for Resonate
studios and the Texas Children’s Choir.
He has performed in over 5o productions
including West Side Story, The Wild Party,
Rhinoceros and Swing! He has appeared in
short films such as Nine Lives of the King of
Cats, and Fruitland Road.

June Carryl

Teaching Artist
An actor, writer and
director originally from

Denver, June is a member
of the Actor’s Studio and the Director’s Lab.
She has worked with the Blank, Mark Taper’s
Taper, Too, Berkeley Repertory, ACT, San

Zev and Roma continued from page 1

Camp David Gonzales which is known for its
innovative intervention programs including
arts programs like The Unusual Suspects.
When The Unusual Suspects received the
2008 National Arts and Humanities Youth
Program Award, Yaroslavsky helped increase
the visibility of the organization by honoring
The Unusual Suspects with a commendation
from the L.A. County Board of Supervisors.
Havingavoiceinlocal government from such
esteemed leaders as L.A. County Supervisor
Zev Yaroslavsky is essential to the growth of
The Unusual Suspects.

Dedicated volunteers, like celebrated

actor Roma Maffia of Nip/Tuck fame, are the
backbone of The Unusual Suspects Theatre

Francisco Shakespeare, City Garage, and
Odyssey as well as TV and film projects.

Maya Parish

Teaching Artist

Anactor, dancer, writer,and
fledgling  choreographer,
Maya has been a volunteer
mentor for three US performance programs.
Forthe last sixyears, she has been a company
member of the Elephant Theatre Company.
She produced and starred in the feature
film, "Midnight Son” which premiered at
Cinequest in March.

Tiffani Sierra
Teaching Artist

An Actor and Latin Dancer,
Tiffani studied Meisner
at  the  Neighborhood
Playhouse in New York and also graduated
from the Second City Training Center in Los
Angeles. As a stage actor she has performed
in San Francisco, Los Angeles and New
York. She is also currently training for
International Latin Ballroom Competition.

Program. Maffia began volunteering with
The Unusual Suspects over 11 years ago at
Central Juvenile Hall. Since then, she has
donated her time and celebrity to advocate
for the organization with donors, volunteers,
youth, and the media. She has mentored
youth to a brighter future as well as attracted
many new supporters of the organization.
The Unusual Suspects relies on strong voices
like Roma Maffia to share its message in
support of the most vulnerable youth in Los
Angeles.

For ticket and sponsorship information
regarding The Unusual Suspects’ Third
Annual Benefit "Creating a World of Possibility”
please visit www.theunusualsuspects.org or
contact Jenelle Pope at 213-488-84.88 x205
or jenelle@theunusualsuspects.org.

Pacoima youth in the GRYD
program used collage to explore
the themes in Love Has No

Gender which dealt with gender
identity, immigration and drug
abuse.
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Gifts from Febnum 2010 to Felnuan 2011

UNUSUAL SUSPECTS GIFTS OF $50,000 or MORE
The Resnick Foundation

TOP SUSPECTS GIFTS OF $20,000 - $49,999

Angell Foundation e Councilman Richard Alarcén e Herb Alpert Foundation

Carl and Roberta Deutsch Foundation © Green Foundation © The Hot Topic Foundation
The James Irvine Foundation ® Ralph M. Parsons Foundation

Dwight Stuart Youth Foundation e Zev Yaroslavsky, L.A. County Board of Supervisors,
3rd District

PRIME SUSPECTS GIFTS OF $10,000-$19,999

Alison Cardoso e American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) e The Bancroft Family
Foundation e The John W. Carson Foundation e Anonymous e Jennifer Lisle & Mike Revy
Scott & Tracie Hamilton  The Lia Fund e City of Los Angeles Department of Cultural Affairs
Los Angeles County Arts Commission e National Endowment for the Arts

SUPER SUSPECTS GIFTS OF $5,000-$9,999
Barry Siegel ® Flavia Carrozzi ® Frank and Carol Biondi e California Arts Council
Scott & Annie Lukowski ® Andrea & Dan 0'Connell

MAJOR SUSPECTS GIFTS OF $2,500-$4,999

JJ Abrams & Katie McGrath e AEG e Broadway Federal Bank e Bruce Greenwood &
Susan Devlin e Don Knabe, Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors, 4th District
Paula & Barry Litt ® Leslie & Tom Reed e Jane Rollins & Hilary Rollins

LIKELY SUSPECTS GIFTS OF $1,000-$2,499

Bernstein Family Foundation e Chuck & Lori Binder ® Russ & Donna Cashdan

George Clooney e Gersh Agency  Zach Helm e Jane Jelenko & Bill Norris

Fletcher Jones Foundation ® Deborah Lintz  Frank Marshall e David & Rita Milch

Jeremy Rosen e Chris Schmidt  United Talent Agency © Jack Umphrey e David B. Wescoe
Wayne Wilderson e Yellow Matter Entertainment

SUSPICIOUS CHARACTERS GIFTS OF $500-$999

APA Talent & Literary Agency ® Peter Breitmayer © Jackson Browne © Stephen & Sherie
Carroll @ Adele & Rick Carter e City National Bank ® Edward & Diane Coghlan

Patrick & Mandy Fabian e Dana Farner & Melissa Denton e Laura Lyn Greene

Michael Grizzi  David Henry Hwang & Kathryn Layng Hwang ® Cami & Brian Kinahan
Julie Pop ® San Gennaro Foundation ® Michael Small @ U.S. Human Rights Fund
Andrew Weiss Gallery

COLORFUL CHARACTERS GIFTS OF $150-$499

Anonymous e Ursula & Tom Bower  Robert Brada & Virginia Reeves

Elisa & Eric Callow ® Glenn Cardoso ® Morgan Stanley Smith Barney

Marliese & Roger Donaldson e Liz Fabsits ® Mary Fairman e Sally Fairman & Kevin King
Mari Falcone & William Cantos ® Laura Ford e Jodie Foster ® Wendy & Bo Foxworth
Greene & Associates ® Andrea Gollub & Stan Weinstock © Rex Heinke ® Gregg Henry &
Lisa James e Laura Leigh Hughes e Hedva Jalon ® Emi Kamidoi ® Jane Kaczmarek
June Koizumi e Gail Lerner e Elizabeth Leshin @ Audrey & David Lintz

Jason and Lika Litt e Karen Magid ® Sonja Marie ® Dean Marks ® Denise Lynn Martinez
Loretta McNair @ Miguel Mendoza  Robert Leventer & Jenna Blaustein ® Roma Maffia
Steven Rogers ® McNally Sagal ® Barnett Shapiro e Christine Sisley & Ken Garen
Susanna Styron e John & Kerry Toolan ® Rochelle Webb e Terri Yates

LIVELY CHARACTERS GIFTS OF $1-$149

Matt Adler @ Russell Andrews e Bruce Bauman & Suzan Woodruff e Jaime Becker

Celia Bernstein e David H. Bickford e Chris Bishop ® Dana Block ® Janet Borrus &
Chris Grove e Garrett Brown ® Judith Brown e Russell Brown ® Robert Bryg &

Barbara Hudson e Buffalo Exchange e John D. Bunzel  Frances Carley

Patricia Ann Carroll & Mark Van Amringe  Jennifer Chang e Kyle Critchfield

Evelyn Crouch e Wende Dasteel & Neil Cuthbert ® Ramona Diaz e Julie Dibiase

Laura Eaten & Alex Revvy ® Paul Eisenstein @ Joanie Ellen @ Kurt & Shayla Ellenberger
Erik Escobar e Michael Fairman & Dani Jeffries ® Gabriel Ferrer @ Laura Ferretti

Amalia Fite @ Jennifer Flatow e Terry Friedman ® Michael & Gail Gerber ® Kate Gibbens
Jeremy Goldstein ® Marc Gomes ® Eli & Kristin Goodman ® GoodSearch

Dr. Karen Halligan ® Brooke Hanson ® Marian Hanson e Jason Harvey ® Amy Hill
Octavio Hinojosa © Jill Hoppe ® Ann Houlihan e Barbara Hughes e James Hughes
Jeanne Jackson & Nina Treadwell ® Hussain & Marita Jiffry  Karyl Ketchum e Sarah Key
Brian & Cami Kinahan e Kathryn Ann King & Robert Hamilton King e Larissa Kokernot &
Karl Gajdusek  Kroger, Inc. @ Lisa & Klaus Kutschke ® Michael Legum e Brad Light &
Rebecca Sigl ® Donald & Carol Lisle ® Margaret Lloyd ® Jenna Mate ® Jason Mayland
Erin & Tim Mickiewicz e Nicole Mims e Laura Munns ® Dennis Mustard e Leslie Neale
Brendan 0’Connor e Calvi Pabon  Ellen Pais & Ed Honowitz ® Maria Pasquarelli
Malena & Vijal Patel, Not It Inc. ® Melissa Pellinen © Bonita Pietila ® George Pitsironis
David Plenn & Shelley Stephens ® Mark & Mary Ann Rauter  Marcia Reichard

Tom Riles e Allison Ross ® Katherine Ruppe ® Stacey Savelle ® Danny Schmitz

Robin & Jeff Schwimmer e Mike & Amy Shapiro  Jean Sievers e Richard Sigl

Jessica Sultan e Erin & James Treadwell ® Susan Velez @ Sal Viscuso ® Shannon &
Frank Walker e Cheryl Watson ® Corey Walter ® Peter White  Andrew Wilder

Dan Wingard  Claire Winters ® David Wilcox e Albert Wolsky e Lindsay Young

Lisa Zupan

IN KIND DONATION OF GOODS AND SERVICES
The Affiliated Group ® Shawn Amos ® Andrew Weiss Gallery ® The Biltmore Hotel
Center Theatre Group ® Lydia Chung e George Clooney ® Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf
Colorado Wine Company  Nicole Comp @ DIRECTV  Drago Centro @ Kim Danker
Dana Farner ® Sean French e The Geffen Playhouse ® Gelfand Rennert & Feldman, LLP
Laura Lyn Greene ® Bruce Greenwood ® Jason Harvey ® Tommy Hinkley & Tracey Needham
Jill Hoppe © Karen Kay ® Kaye Scholer LLP e Chris Kurjanowicz ® LACMA

LA Philharmonic e Langtry Estate and Vineyard, Guenoc wines ® Nhi Le-Pawlik
Deborah Lintz e Max Miller « MOCA © Monarch Print & Copy & Design Solution
Neihule ® Omni Los Angeles Hotel ® Tim Owen ® Pasadena Playhouse ® Peet's Coffee
Sage Hospitality ® Amy & Mike Shapiro ® Stuart Silver ® Steven Springer

Southwest Airlines ® Sarah Swidron e Taproot Foundation e Taste e Universal Studios
Hollywood ® Susan Velez  Warner Brothers ® Adelmo Zarif, Cicada Restaurant

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS
Gity o Los Angeles

Enriching Lives

NATIONAL

ENDOWMENT
FOR THE ARTS
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The Unusual Suspects

theatre company

617 S. Olive St., Suite 812
Los Angeles, CA 90014

Chasing Dreams &

Casting Shadows
Written & Performed by San Fernando High

School Students

APTTL 7TH - San Fernando, CA

The Unusual Suspects

theatre company

OUR, R
1M1SS101
The Unusual Suspects
Theatre Company’s
mission is to empower
youth in underserved
and at-risk environments
with the means and
methods necessary to
explore personal and
social conflicts and
develop self-esteem,
communication and
coping skills to make
positive life choices
and to be productive
members of the
community.

SPRING 2011 SEASON

FOUNDER & BOARD
MEMBER EMERITUS
Laura Leigh Hughes

BOARD PRESIDENT
Edward Coghlan

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Stephen Carroll

Russ Cashdan

Ann Houlihan
Deborah Lintz
Jennifer Lisle

Thomas Reed

Gisele Sanchez Rochet
David B. Wescoe

ADVISORY COUNCIL
Shawn Amos
Edward Asner

Carol Biondi

Lena Bryant
Solomon Burke
Leigh Curran

Gary Erickson
Judge Terry Friedman
Robert Greenwald
Tom Hayden

David Henry Hwang
Sarah Key

Lisa Lindstrom
John Mason

Mwitu Ndugu
Connie Rice

Luis J. Rodriguez
Cheryl Silver
Adam Simon
Susanna Styron
Steve Tisch

Julie Tugend
Zoot Velasco

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Sally Fairman

PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Melissa Denton

PROGRAM MANAGER
Jennifer Fukutomi

PROGRAM
ADMINISTRATOR
Rebecca Sigl

COMMUNICATIONS
COORDINATOR
Amy Ellenberger

OUTREACH

COORDINATOR, PACOIMA

David Guerra

DEVELOPMENT/
PROGRAM INTERN
Amy Knutson

Pacoima Community
Performance
Written & performed by Pacoima Residents as
a part of L.A. County’s Prevention Initiative

Demonstration Project

June 11TH - Pacoima, CA

TEACHING ARTISTS
Gullermo Aviles-
Rodriguez
Zachary Barton
Zach Brown
Raul Cardona
June Carryl
Daniel Chacon
Amy Ellenberger
John Freeland Jr.
Rene Garcia
Kristin Goodman
David Guerra
Adam Kalesperis
Larissa Kokernot
Dustin Lehren
Jenna Mate
Ruth McKee
Pollyanna McIntosh
Loretta McNair
Xavi Moreno
Richard Morgan
Matthew Orduria
Tinia Orduna
Maya Parish
Maria Pasquarelli
Joe Quintero
Erica Rice
Channing Sargent
Tiffani Sierra
Leo Vargas
Hilary Ward
Rain Wilson
L. Trey Wilson

VOLUNTEER ARTISTS
Cece Antoinette
Karen Anzoategui
Kate Bergeron
Natalie Camunas
Lorene Chesley
Feodor Chin

Karen Cobarruvias
Taylor Coffman
Lynne Conner
David Dastmalchian
Edith Estrada
Amilia Fite

Henry Fries
Matthew Geiler
Marion Germond
Lyne Greene

Henry Wolfe Gummer
Genevieve Hardison
Evan Henerson
Victor Holstein
Barbara Hudson
Marc Jablon

Ashley Johnson
Brain Kimmet

Amy Knutson

Laura Love

Julie Mann

Michael Mathys
Esther "Tita” Mercado
Geno Monteiro
Lizza Morales

Ron Ortiz

Sergio Padilla

Non-Profit Org
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit No. 526
Los Angeles CA

“PAGE PLAY” Series
Original plays written by youth

Performed by Hollywood actors with scripts
Pacoima GRYD - MaI'CH 25TH
Fremont HS — MAY 5TH (NEW)
Camp David Gonzales* — MadY 14TH

Mariela Saba

Alyssa Salazar
Monica Sanchez
Mike Shapiro

Josh Sherman
Michael Stahl-David
Kevin Sussman

Sal Viscuso

Chloe Taylor
Delondra Williams
Claire Winters

TECHNICAL
COORDINATOR
Aaron Emmer
Rene Garcia

COSTUME DESIGNER
Erica Rice
Laura Velasquez

VIDEOGRAPHER
Zachary Barton
Erik Hudson

Kate VanDevender
Adam Waller

WEBMASTER
Misha Malis

GRAPHIC DESIGN
Lydia Chung

*Reservation Required by May 10th

We want to
hear from you!

Please share your thoughts
about any US performances
you've seen, ideas about the
program, or comments about the
newsletter by emailing us at:

admin@theunusualsuspects.org

or write US at:

The Unusual Suspects
617 S. Olive St., Suite 812
Los Angeles, CA 90014
Phone: (213) 488-8488
Fax: (213) 488-8498

www.theunusualsuspects.org

© 2011 The Unusual Suspects.
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